
Staff Report 
Submission Date: January 8, 2024 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadete Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Proposed McMahon APA-23-21, Applica�on to rescind and reissue Williamson 
Act Contract to reflect the transfer of property through Boundary Line 
Adjustment. 

Location: The project site is located on State Highway 97, near the community of Carrick 
on APNs 020-120-060, 020-380-030 and 020-400-190; T42N, R5W, S25, 26 and 
36, MDB&M.  

Exhibits: A.  Loca�on Map 
B. Zoning Map 
C. Map of Substandard Parcels 
D. Proposed Project Exhibit Maps 

1.  Boundary Line Adjustment 
2.  Zone Change Map 

E. NRCS Soils Data 
F. Williamson Act Amendment Ques�onnaire 
G. Exis�ng Contracts and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

1.  Contract No. 72015  
2.  No�ce of Non-Renewal  

Background and Discussion 

The property owners submited an applica�on on October 12, 2023, which proposes to transfer approximately 
8 acres between two separate parcels (Exhibit D-1) through a boundary line adjustment with a minor zone 
change (Exhibit D-2) and amend the exis�ng Williamson Act Contracts and Agricultural Preserve accordingly. As 
one of the subject parcels is encumbered by a Williamson Act Contract and one is not, pursuant to Government 
Code Sec�on 51257 and the Siskiyou County Rules for the Establishment and Administra�on of Agricultural 
Preserves and Williamson Act Contracts (guidelines), the county and the property owners must mutually agree 
to rescind the property from the exis�ng contract and simultaneously enter into new contracts which coincide 
with the new legal lot boundaries.  
The project does not propose to increase or decrease the acreage within the Agricultural Preserve however it 
does propose to bring property that is not currently under Williamson Act Contract under the new contract. 

Addi�onally, all proper�es under the exis�ng contract were evaluated as to compliance with the current county 
guidelines. This is necessary to ensure any proper�es remaining under the exis�ng contract meet minimum 
contract requirements on their own once the subject property is rescinded from that contract. 
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Parcel History 
Parcel Crea�on – Subject Property of Boundary Line Adjustment 

• APNs 020-120-060 and 020-380-030 together are one 459-acre legally created parcel as Parcel I of 
Boundary Line Adjustment, which was filed for record on in the Siskiyou County Recorder’s Office on 
April 18, 2017, as Document No. 2017-0002917.  

• APN 020-400-190 is one 18-acre legal parcel created as parcel III of Boundary Line Adjustment, which 
was filed for record in the Siskiyou County Recorder’s Office on April 18, 2017, as Document No. 2017-
0002917.  

Property to Remain Under Exis�ng Williamson Act Contract  

• APNs 020-400-100, 020-410-070, 020-410-160, 020-410-170, 020-410-190, 020-410-260, and 020-410-
440 are separate legal parcels each of which is under 5 acres in size.  

Williamson Act Contract 

• 471.39 acres, of which 459 acres is part of the subject property, is encumbered by Williamson Act 
Contract as recorded April 17, 2008, as Document No. 2008-0004374, in the Siskiyou County Records. 
The contract is also iden�fied as Assessor’s Contract No. 72015 and Clerk’s Record No. 92 (Exhibit G-1). 

• 18 acres of the subject property is not encumbered by a Williamson Act Contract. This por�on of the 
subject property was previously encumbered by Williamson Act Contract as recorded on February 9, 
1972, Volume 651 at Page 287. A no�ce of non-renewal was issued by the property owner and 
recorded on February 14, 2006, as Document No. 2006-002263 (Exhibit G-2). 

Agricultural Preserves 

• The subject property and property to remain under the exis�ng contract is within an Agricultural 
Preserve established by Board Resolu�on No. 404, Book 2, adopted on January 28, 1969. 

Analysis 

Agricultural Preserve Requirements 

Preserve Size 

According to the guidelines, agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To meet this 
requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are con�guous or if they are owned in common.  

The existing Agricultural Preserve is comprised of non-contiguous properties that are also not owned in 
common, making it nonconforming with the current guidelines. The existing preserve should be 
amended, removing the subject parcels and a new Ag preserve created, consisting of the subject 
parcels.  
The subject property qualifies for a new Ag Preserve, as the resultant parcel is approximately 467 acres, 
exceeding the 100-acre minimum. 
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Soils Class 
Per County Rules Sec�on III, Item C, Agricultural land in a preserve must contain at least 40 acres of Class I or II 
equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consis�ng solely of Class VI or VII.  

The land contains mostly Class III and IV soils as shown in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit E). Due to the 
substantial amount of property that is part of this preserve, the proposal greatly exceeds this 
requirement. 
 

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ra�o to Class I Equivalent  
125 160 IV 4:1 40 
198 104 III 2:1 52 
196 79 VI 4:1 19.75 
218 76 III 2:1 38 
219 23 III 2:1 11.5 
127 14 VI 6:1 2.34 
129 9 VI 6:1 1.5 
221 .5 III 2:1 .25 
126 1 IV 4:1 .25 
128 .5 VI 6:1 .08 
Total 467   165.67 

 

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to an agricultural use pursuant to Rules Sec�on III, Item D.  

The property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1), Non-Prime 
Agricultural (AG-2), and Non-Prime Agricultural (AG-2-B-40) as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit B). 
The minor zone change proposes to change the Combining Districts (B) regarding minimum parcel size 
for part of the Non-Prime zoned property (Exhibit D-2).  

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Sec�on III, Item E, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property is 
evaluated by legally established parcel.  

The resultant parcel exceeds the minimum at 467-acres.  
 

The property to remain under the existing contract consists of several separate parcels all being less 
than 5-acres in size, therefore not meeting the minimum parcel size requirement (Exhibit C). 
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Agricultural Produc�on Uses 

Per County Rules Sec�on IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural produc�on. In order for 
the land to be considered as devoted to commercial produc�on of agricultural commodi�es, the land must 
meet certain condi�ons. As the property contains at least 40 acres, at least 60% must be dedicated to the 
primary commercial agricultural use. 

The majority of the 467-acre subject property has been used for and continues to be used for 
Rangeland and pasture for livestock production and forage for commercial beef cattle. As described 
below, compatible uses do occur on approximately 120 acres. Approximately 66% of the subject 
property is dedicated to the commercial agriculture use of livestock production and forage.  
 

Compa�ble Uses 

Per County Rules Sec�on IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural produc�on. Once a 
commercial agricultural use has been established, compa�ble uses may be also developed and established on 
the property.   

Residen�al Uses 

County Rules Sec�on IV, Item B allows for residen�al structures, which are to be occupied by persons 
directly engaged in the commercial agricultural opera�on.  

There is one residential structure on the subject property which is the residence of the owner. 

Growing and Harves�ng Timber 

County Rules Sec�on IV, Item B allows for property to be dedicated to the growing and harves�ng of 
�mber .  

Approximately 119 acres of the subject property is dedicated to the growing of timber for harvest. 
Livestock production or grazing does not occur on this portion of the property. 
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Boundary Line Adjustment Findings 
Per County Rules, Sec�on VI. Item B, the Boundary Line Adjustment cannot be approved un�l the Board of 
Supervisors makes certain findings Pursuant to Government Code Sec�on 51257.  

Williamson Act Findings – Government Code Sec�on 51257 

1. Upon contract approval the subject parcels will be restricted to agricultural uses pursuant to 
Williamson Act guidelines for not less than 10 years. 

2. No net decrease in the amount of restricted land will result from BLA2321. 

3. At least 90 percent of the land under the former contract or contracts remains under the new contract 
or contracts. 

4. After the lot line adjustment, the parcels of land subject to contract will be large enough to sustain 
their agricultural use as defined in Section 51222. The resultant parcel will be 467 acres, which exceeds 
the 40-acre minimum required. 

5. The BLA associated with this project will not compromise the long-term agricultural productivity of the 
parcel or other agricultural lands subject to a contract or contracts. 

6. The BLA associated with this project is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from 
agricultural use. 

7. The BLA associated with this contract would not result in a greater number of developable parcels than 
existed prior to the adjustment and this BLA is consistent with the Siskiyou County General Plan. 
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Exhibit A – Loca�on Map 
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Exhibit B – Zoning Map 
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Exhibit C – Substandard Parcels 
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Exhibit D-1 – Boundary Line Adjustment Exhibit 
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Exhibit D-2 – Zone Change Exhibit 
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

125 Deetz gravelly loamy sand, 0 
to 5 percent slopes

164.1 34.9%

126 Deetz gravelly loamy sand, 5 
to 15 percent slopes

1.4 0.3%

127 Deetz stony loamy sand, 2 to 
15 percent slopes

13.8 2.9%

128 Deetz stony loamy sand, 15 to 
30 percent slopes

0.8 0.2%

129 Delaney sand, 0 to 9 percent 
slopes

9.1 1.9%

196 Neer-Ponto stony sandy 
loams, 15 to 50 percent 
slopes complex

83.2 17.7%

198 Odas sandy loam 101.4 21.6%

218 Salisbury clay loam, 2 to 9 
percent slopes

72.9 15.5%

219 Salisbury gravelly clay loam, 0 
to 5 percent slopes

23.0 4.9%

221 Salisbury cobbly loam, 0 to 9 
percent slopes

0.6 0.1%

Totals for Area of Interest 470.4 100.0%

Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part APA-23-21

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

1/8/2024
Page 3 of 3
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

(This form is to be attached to the County's standard application form)

Owner's name: Justin & Rebecca McMahon

3021 State Highway 97, Weed, CA 96094

Parcel Numbers: 020-120-060 & 020-380-030

How long have you owned this land? 1 year

Type of Agricultural Use:

Dry pasture acreage
40 (+/-; 461"t

lrrigated pasture acreage 300 (+/-1 461"t

Dry farming acreag" 
n/a Crops grown

Field crop average nla Crops grown_
Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.) ditch

Row crop acreage n/a Crops grown-
Other acreage 119 (+/-) Tvp

"Oak/Brush/Timber

Production per acre

Production per acre

Production per acre

Production per acre nla

Other lncome:

Hunting rights $

Fishing rights $

Other

nla acres

acresnla

per year

per year

rights $ per year

per year

per year

per year

type

type

type

type

Quarrying $

Other $

Other $

Land Leased to Others

Name of owner nla Number of acres

Rental fee per acre $

Terms of lease

Share cropped with others: Crop

List expenses paid by landowner

Lease termination date

Percent to owner

Use of land

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2023

Acres

Page 5 of 6

Address:
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Certification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy
and has public value

Signed t4r-2 ate Y'?'l'r?
(Justin McMahon & Rebecca McMahon)

Please submit the following to the Siskiyou County Planning Division along with all applicable fees:

1. This signed form

2. The completed and signed County standard Application for Development Review

3. The applicable maps which clearly show the boundaries of the contract property and proposed

change(s)

4. A copy ofthe Grant Deed for each legal parcel

5. The legal description of the land included in the application and proposed change(s)

6. A copy of any and all Deeds of Trust for the land that is included in the application

7. A copy of the property's existing Williamson Act Contract

Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city:

Name of City

Present Zoning

trYes lNo

VVilliamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2023

Page 6 of6
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